
                  

 

 

 

COMPLIANCE NARRATIVE 

 

1. Program 

a. Name of the Program   : Master of Science in Biology 

b. Specializations/ Majors:  

c. Degree granted    : Master of Science in Biology 

2. Academic unit where the Program  

is oBered     : Graduate School 

3. Institution 

a. Name      : University of Southern Mindanao 

b. Location of the Main Campus   : Kabacan, Cotabato 

c. Campus where the Program is oBered  : Main Campus 

4. Name and Title of the: 

a. Head/ Chair of the Program    : Lothy F. Casim, Ph.D. 

b. Dean/Director of the Academic Unit  : Philip Lester P. Benjamin, Ph.D. 

c. President of the Institution    : Jonald L. Pimentel, Ph.D. 

5. Legal Basis of the Program/    : Res. No. 29 s. 1997                                                
BOR or BOT Resolution 

6. Accreditation visit being applied     : Level IV, 4th survey 

7. Present accreditation status and its  : Level III Reaccredited (Qualified 
for   Level IV)  

8. Date of Visit: June 18-20, 2025 

 



The Master of Science in Biology Program of the University of Southern 
Mindanao is oBered under the Biological Science Department of the College of Science 
and Mathematics. It is under the mandate of CHED Memorandum No. 06 Series of 2011. 

The MS Biology is an advanced level program for student aspiring to work or 
currently working in an academic, research or industrial setting. 

The program on the contrary, is an all-coursework program with special problem 
that gives students exposure to research. The program is appropriate for students who 
are teaching secondary and college-level Biology. 

The Program aims to develop student with critical thinking and independent 
research towards the advancement of knowledge in Biology and develop professional 
leadership in specialized areas of Biology. 

The MS Biology Program of the University of Southern Mindanao was awarded 
Level III by the Accrediting Agency for Chartered Colleges and Universities of the 
Philippines, Inc. (AACCUP). The AACCUP re-accredited the program, and it qualified for 
Level IV. 

The summary of ratings of the 4 areas evaluated shows that the MS Biology 
Program qualifies for Level IV. 

 

 

CRITERIA TO PASS THIS LEVEL: 

Recommendations to the Institution: 

 

AREA MEAN 
I. Research 5.00 
II. Performance of Graduates 5.00 
III. Community Service 3.83 
IV. International Linkages and Consortia 3.75 
V. Planning Process 5.00 

Grand Mean  4.52 

  Mean Rating Please check 
 
1 

Qualified in the level IV  Yes No NA 

 Minimum Grand Mean 4.50 or higher Ö   
 Minimum Area Mean 4.00 or higher  Ö  
2 Mandatory Recommendations     
 Complied with all recommendations to be  

Complied with before award of Level IV 
    

   Ö  



Mandatory Recommendation 
(to be complied before the award) 

Enhancement 
(may be complied 

with after the award) 

Action taken % 
Compliance 

3. The institution has been engaging 
in various partnerships over time. 
It is imperative that every 
collaboration be made official 
through a Memorandum of 
Agreement (MOA) or 
Memorandum of Understanding 
(MOU). This requirement ensure 
that all parties are clear on their 
responsibilities, are protected 
legally, and held accountable 
throughout the partnership.  

Strengthen national 
and international 
linkages and 
consortia and 
involve more MS 
Biology faculty and 
graduate students 
as well. 

The Department of Biological 
Sciences has significantly 
strengthened and expanded its 
national and international 
linkages by developing active, 
research-driven partnerships 
and participation in 
international scientific 
networks and consortia. 
These collaborations extend 
beyond institutional affiliation 
and include joint research, co-
publication, data sharing, 
graduate supervision, capacity-
building, and co-development 
of scientific knowledge and 
conservation initiatives. The 
Department has established 
collaborations with institutions 
and networks across Asia, 
Europe, Australia, and the 
Americas and has generated 
more than 50 joint 
publications, while its faculty 
have engaged with more 
than 100 international co-
authors.  

Significantly, the Department 
has progressed from being 
merely a participant in 
international collaborations to 
taking leadership roles in 
global research networks 
and consortia. A major 
example is the DarkCideS 
Consortium, co-led by faculty 
of the Department of Biological 
Sciences, in the person of Dr. 
Krizler C. Tanalgo, and 
coordinated through the USM 
Ecology and Conservation 
(Eco/con) Research 
Laboratory. The consortium 
comprises 36 collaborators 
from more than 20 countries 
across six continents and 
facilitates global data sharing, 
research collaboration, and 

100% 



conservation action on cave 
and subterranean biodiversity.  

The Department has likewise 
increased the participation 
of MS Biology students in 
internationalization activities, 
particularly through research 
presentations and attendance 
at international scientific 
conferences. These 
engagements enable graduate 
students to receive feedback 
from experts, exchange 
scientific ideas, strengthen 
research and communication 
competencies, develop 
professional networks, and 
explore potential collaborations 
with researchers from other 
countries.  

Evidence of 
Compliance: Agreements of 
Collaboration; international 
research project documents; 
joint publications; international 
conference 
programs/certificates; 
photographs; student research 
presentations; award and 
certificate of recognition. 

4. While documentary evidences for 
international linkages have been 
shown in terms of email 
correspondences, letters, online 
meetings and the like, it is still 
imperative to show that MOAs 
have been forged between the 
University and among 
institutions/entities that would 
formalize and ensure 
sustainability of these endeavors. 
The presence of these MOAs is 
still being one of the mandatory 
requirements during the last 
accreditation visit.  

  In response to the 
recommendation to formalize 
international collaborations, the 
Department has strengthened 
the documentation of its 
partnerships through formal 
Agreements of Collaboration, 
MOA, and other documented 
collaborative 
arrangements with 
international universities, 
research institutes, laboratories, 
programs, and consortia. These 
agreements provide clearer 
frameworks for sustained 
research cooperation, 
knowledge exchange, co-
development of research 
outputs, mentoring, data 
sharing, and other collaborative 
activities. 

100% 



Among the 
documented/formalized 
collaborations highlighted in the 
Department's records are: 

1. UC Louvain, Belgium – An 
Agreement of Collaboration 
formalizes the partnership 
involving Professor Krizler 
Tanalgo and an ERC-
funded international project 
on biodiversity, local 
knowledge, and zoonoses 
in Austronesia. The 
collaboration includes 
scientific advisory functions, 
research cooperation, 
academic exchange, and 
co-supervision of graduate 
students and postdoctoral 
researchers. The 
documentary evidence such 
as an Agreement of 
Collaboration and 
certification of the 
successful partnership 
between USM-Biology and 
UC Louvain are presented 
after this table.  

2. Molecular Ecology Group 
(MEG), Water Research 
Institute–National 
Research Council, 
Verbania, Italy – The 
Department plays a 
leadership role in this 
established global 
consortium, which 
maintains a formalized 
international database and 
collaborative research 
network focused on cave 
and subterranean 
biodiversity. The consortium 
is co-led by Department 
faculty and represents a 
sustainable international 
network rather than a one-
time research engagement. 
Documentary evidence 
establishes collaboration 
between USM, represented 
by Dr. Tanalgo, and the 
Molecular Ecology Group 



through Dr. Stefano 
Mammola, supporting 
continuing international 
research collaboration in 
biodiversity and related 
ecological research.  

3. Locally-led East Asian 
Flyway Acoustics 
(LEAFA) Program–Cornell 
University, USA – The 
Department participates in 
this international research 
initiative through Dr. John 
Aries G. Tabora. The 
collaboration supports the 
development of a regional 
conservation program for 
migratory birds using 
participatory research and 
acoustic monitoring 
approaches. Through this 
collaboration the 
department was provided 
with 2 song meter micro2 
recording devices and 1 
external hard drive that 
were used by the students 
in the conduct of their 
research study and field lab 
activities.  

4. University of Southern 
Queensland/Australian 
Collaboration – An 
Agreement of Collaboration 
involving Prof. Richard Dien 
D. Altarez and the USM 
Ecology and Conservation 
Research Laboratory, 
represented by Prof. Angelo 
R. Agduma, provides 
documentary evidence of 
formal research 
collaboration. The related 
research focuses on coastal 
forest mapping, advanced 
computational approaches, 
biomass estimation, and 
environmental assessment. 

5.  The Laboratory of Animal 
Ecology and Evolution, 
University of Naples 
Federico II Naples, Italy 
and the USM – Ecology and 
Conservation Research 
laboratory, represented by 



Dr. Krizler C. Tanalgo.  
These linkages have 
resulted in co-authored 
publications in leading 
scientific journals and the 
development of global 
datasets on pressing 
ecological themes such as 
evolutionary traps, urban 
biodiversity, and species 
behavior. Many of these 
efforts have also contributed 
to long-term research 
partnerships and extensive 
data-sharing frameworks. 

These formalized and 
sustained collaborations 
demonstrate the Department's 
substantial response to the 
previous recommendation by 
moving international 
engagement from primarily 
informal professional 
connections 
toward documented, 
structured, output-oriented, 
and sustainable 
partnerships. 

Evidence of 
Compliance: Copies of 
Agreements of Collaboration; 
joint research outputs; co-
authored publications; records 
of meetings and research 
activities; certificates and other 
supporting documents. 

5. It is likewise important that not 
only the Department faculty be 
involved in international linkages 
but its graduate students as well.  

 The Department has 
deliberately expanded 
internationalization 
opportunities to MS Biology 
students and graduates, 
recognizing that the benefits of 
international linkages must 
extend beyond faculty 
members to graduate 
education. MS Biology students 
are encouraged and supported 
to present their research at 
international scientific 
conferences, interact with 
international and national 
experts, participate in 
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exchanges of scholarly ideas in 
conferences, and establish 
professional networks that may 
develop into future research 
collaborations. 

Concrete evidence includes the 
participation of Ms. Florilyn 
Diliman with an MS Biology 
faculty member in the 4th 
International Convention of the 
Philippine Society of 
Parasitology in 2024; the 
research presentations of Mr. 
Muamar S. Pamlian and Ms. 
Jazel D. Fernandez, together 
with their thesis adviser, during 
the International Conference of 
the Philippine Society of 
Parasitology in Baguio in 2025; 
and the participation of Mr. 
Pamlian and an MS Biology 
faculty member in the ASEAN 
Congress of Tropical 
Medicine and Parasitology 
International Conference in 
2026. Mr Jobert Ellaga also 
attended the International 
Symposium and 43rd Annual 
Meeting of the Association of 
Systematic Biologists of the 
Philippines on June 2-5, 2026 
with Dr. Cherie C. 
Mangaoang.  

The quality and 
competitiveness of MS Biology 
student research were further 
demonstrated in their 
Scopus/WOS indexed 
publications and when Mr. 
Pamlian won 2nd Place in the 
Best Poster Competition 
under the Professional 
Category, competing with 
participants from universities in 
the Philippines and abroad. 
Such achievements 
demonstrate that 
internationalization is already 
producing tangible outcomes at 
the graduate-student level by 
strengthening research 



competence, scientific 
communication, professional 
confidence, networking, and 
the international visibility of the 
MS Biology Program.  

Evidence of 
Compliance: Publication 
papers, Conference certificates 
of participation/presentation; 
award certificates; 
photographs; and other records 
demonstrating graduate-
student participation in 
international scientific activities. 

 



EVIDENCE OF COMPLIANCE: 

1. Agreement of Collaboration and certification of the successful partnership between USM-Biology (Dr. Krizler C. Tanalgo) and UC 
Louvain: 



 
 

2. Agreement of Collaboration and certification of the successful partnership between USM as represented by Dr Krizler C. Tanalgo and 
the Molecular Ecology Group of Water Research Institute, National Research Council, Verbania, Italy thru Dr. Stefano Mammola. 
 



 
3. Proof of Collaboration between Ornithology Laboratory of Cornell University, USA thru the Locally- led East Asian Flyway Acoustics 

(LEAFA) Program and USM-Biology as represented by Dr. John Aries G. Tabora: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 



4. An Agreement of Collaboration involving Prof. Richard Dien D. Altarez of University of Southern Queensland, Australia and the USM 
Ecology and Conservation (Eco/con) Research Laboratory, represented by Prof. Angelo R. Agduma: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
5. Agreement of collaboration between the Laboratory of Animal Ecology and Evolution and the USM – Ecology and Conservation Research 

laboratory, represented by Dr. Krizler C. Tanalgo: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
6. PARTICIPATION OF MS BIOLOGY STUDENTS AND MS BIOLOGY FACULTY IN INTERNATIONALIZATION ACTIVITIES:  

A. Dr. Lothy F Casim and her advisee Miss Florilyn Diliman attended and presented their papers in the 4th International 
Conference of Philippine Society of Parasitology held in the University of the Philippines, Los Baños Laguna. Both also 
participated in the pre-conference workshop co-organized by the Parasitology Department of UP-Manila and PSP.  
 

 



B. Mr Muamar S. Pamlian (Left photo) and Miss Jazel D. Fernandez (Right photo), with their thesis adviser – Dr Lothy F. Casim 
attended and presented their papers during the 5th International Conference of the Philippine Society of Parasitology held in Camp 
John Hay, Baguio city last July 1-4, 2025. Mr. Pamlian won 2nd Place in the Best Poster Competition (Professional Category).  

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
C. Mr.  Muamar S. Pamlian (MS Biology student) and Dr Lothy F. Casim (MS-Biology faculty) attended in the 11th ASEAN Congress of 

Tropical Medicine and Parasitology (ACTMP) and 96th  Annual PSP Conference last June 8-10, 2026 at Movenpick Hotel and Resort, 
Boracay.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



D. Professor Bryan Lloyd P. Bretana attended the Global Sustainable Development Congress at Istanbul Congress Centre, Turkey 
in June 16-19, 2025. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 

E. Mr. Mark Jobert C. Ellaga (2MSBio student) and Dr Cherie C. Mangaoang participated in the International Symposium and 43rd 
Annual Meeting of the Association of Systematic Biologists of the Philippines on June 2-5, 2026.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 



 
F. Membership in International Organizations 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



G. Publications of MS Biology Faculty with MS-Biology students in international Scopus/WOS Indexed Journals.  
 
 

  



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 



 


