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Five-Year Research Program 
(2025–2029)

 Within the Bachelor of Science in Development 
Communication (BSDC) Program, research plays a 
vital role in advancing communication theories and 
practices that empower communities, strengthen 
institutions, and contribute to sustainable development. 



Five-Year Research Program 
(2025–2029)

 The Five-Year Research Program (2025–2029) serves as 
the Department of Development Communication's 
strategic roadmap for research development. It provides 
a coherent direction for faculty and student research 
initiatives that respond to local, regional, national, and 
global development challenges while supporting the 
research mandate of the University of Southern 
Mindanao (USM). 



Five-Year Research Program 
(2025–2029)

 The program aligns with the University's research agenda:
• Quality Learning, Skills Development, and Literacy; 
• Social Development and Strong Institutions; 
• Preservation of Culture; 
• Environmental Protection, Conservation, and Risk 

Reduction; Food Security and Poverty Reduction; 
• Good Health and Well-being; 
• Innovations in Science, Engineering, and Technology; and 
• Sustainable Entrepreneurship and Management



Five-Year Research Program 
(2025–2029)

Research Goal
 The Five-Year Research Program aims to establish a vibrant 

and sustainable research culture that promotes quality, 
innovative, and socially responsive Development 
Communication research. Specifically, it seeks to strengthen 
faculty and student research productivity, foster 
interdisciplinary collaboration, generate externally funded 
projects, increase scholarly publications, and produce 
communication-based interventions that address community 
and institutional development needs.



Five-Year Research Program 
(2025–2029)
Cross-Cutting Research Themes
 Across all research priorities, the Department encourages 

interdisciplinary investigations focusing on communication for 
sustainable development, digital transformation, gender and 
development, indigenous peoples' communication, media and 
information literacy, social innovation, participatory communication, 
artificial intelligence, knowledge management, strategic communication, 
behavior change communication, communication policy, media ethics, 
and the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs). 

 These themes ensure that research remains responsive to evolving 
societal needs while contributing to the advancement of the 
Development Communication discipline.



Five-Year Research Program (2025–2029)
2025 2026 2027 2028 2029

capability-building 
activities, refinement 
of research priorities, 
establishment of 
research clusters, 
and identification of 
strategic community 
partners

Faculty and students 
are encouraged to 
align research with  
identified priority 
areas while 
developing 
competitive research 
proposals for internal 
and external funding

implementation of 
faculty and student 

collaborative 
research projects. 

other colleges, 
government agencies, 

local government 
units, and community 
organizations will be 

strengthened.

Faculty members are 
encouraged to 

publish their research 
in refereed journals 
and present findings 

in national 
conferences.

expanding 
interdisciplinary and 

externally funded 
research; intensify 
collaborations with 

national and 
international 

institutions while 
increasing the 

production of policy 
briefs, 

communication 
toolkits, and 

community-based 
communication 

innovations. 

prioritize research 
utilization and 
innovation. 
Completed studies 
will be translated into 
extension programs, 
communication 
campaigns, training 
modules, multimedia 
products, and policy 
recommendations. 

The Department will 
actively disseminate 
research findings 
through conferences, 
community forums, 
institutional 
repositories, and 
scholarly publications

concentrate on 
evaluating the overall 
impact of the 
research program. A 
comprehensive 
assessment of 
research productivity, 
publication 
performance, 
research utilization, 
partnerships, funding 
opportunities, and 
community impact 
will be conducted. 

The results of the 
evaluation will serve 
as the basis for 
developing the 
succeeding five-year 
research agenda.



Five-Year Research Program 
(2025–2029)

Implementation Strategy (2025)
 Year 2025 will focus on strengthening the Department's research 

foundation through capability-building activities, refinement of 
research priorities, establishment of research clusters, and 
identification of strategic community partners. 

 Faculty and students will be encouraged to align their research 
with the identified priority areas while developing competitive 
research proposals for internal and external funding.



Five-Year Research Program 
(2025–2029)

Implementation Strategy (2026)
 Year 2026 will emphasize the implementation of faculty and 

student research projects. Collaborative research with other 
colleges, government agencies, local government units, and 
community organizations will be strengthened. 

 Faculty members will be encouraged to publish their research 
in refereed journals and present findings in national 
conferences.



Five-Year Research Program 
(2025–2029)

Implementation Strategy (2027)
 Year 2027 will focus on expanding interdisciplinary and 

externally funded research. The Department will intensify 
collaborations with national and international institutions while 
increasing the production of policy briefs, communication 
toolkits, and community-based communication innovations. 

 Student research will be closely integrated into faculty-led 
projects to strengthen mentorship and research engagement.



Five-Year Research Program 
(2025–2029)

Implementation Strategy (2028)
 Year 2028 will prioritize research utilization and innovation. 

Completed studies will be translated into extension programs, 
communication campaigns, training modules, multimedia 
products, and policy recommendations. 

 The Department will actively disseminate research findings 
through conferences, community forums, institutional 
repositories, and scholarly publications.



Five-Year Research Program 
(2025–2029)

Implementation Strategy (2029)
 Year 2029 will concentrate on evaluating the overall impact of 

the research program. A comprehensive assessment of 
research productivity, publication performance, research 
utilization, partnerships, funding opportunities, and community 
impact will be conducted. 

 The results of the evaluation will serve as the basis for 
developing the succeeding five-year research agenda.



Five-Year Research Program 
(2025–2029)
Interdisciplinary Collaboration

 Recognizing that development issues are multifaceted, the 
Department shall actively pursue interdisciplinary research 
collaborations with various colleges within the University, including 
Agriculture, Education, Arts and Sciences, Business, Health 
Sciences, Engineering, and Information Technology. 

 Partnerships with government agencies, local government units, 
civil society organizations, media institutions, indigenous 
communities, and international academic institutions will likewise 
be strengthened to promote collaborative knowledge generation 
and maximize research impact.



Five-Year Research Program 
(2025–2029)
Expected Research Outputs
  The Five-Year Research Program is expected to generate quality 

research outputs that contribute to both academic scholarship and 
community development. 

 These include faculty and undergraduate research studies, refereed 
journal publications, conference papers, policy briefs, communication 
models, multimedia communication products, information, education, 
and communication (IEC) materials, documentary films, communication 
campaign toolkits, digital communication platforms, training manuals, 
extension-based research outputs, and, where applicable, intellectual 
property registrations. 

 These outputs are envisioned to support evidence-based 
policymaking, improve communication practice, and enhance 
the quality of life of communities served by the University.



Five-Year Research Program 
(2025–2029)

Expected Research Outputs
 These outputs are envisioned to support evidence-based 

policymaking, improve communication practice, and enhance 
the quality of life of communities served by the University.



Five-Year Research Program 
(2025–2029)

Monitoring and Evaluation

 The implementation of the research program shall be 
monitored annually using key performance indicators such as 
the number of completed research projects, publications in 
refereed journals, conference presentations, externally funded 
research, collaborative research initiatives, research utilization 
activities, student participation in research, citations, and 
policy influence. 



Five-Year Research Program 
(2025–2029)

Monitoring and Evaluation

 Annual monitoring and periodic evaluation will ensure that 
research activities remain aligned with institutional goals and 
responsive to emerging development concerns.



DevCom Research Studies
in International Publication

  

 Recently, 73% percent or eight of the DevCom faculty members 
published three research articles in international publication. Three 
of the research articles were published in Scopus Journal Indexing.

  
 DevCom faculty researchers: Vilma Santos, Pamela Villanueva, 

Jovelyn Gesulga, Roviline Pal-iwen, Sarrah Jane Guerrero, 
Esperanza Jr. Lucena, Brex Brayan Nicolas and Myrna Tan.



DevCom Research Studies
in International Publication

 Burdened by Expectations: The (Impact 
of Parental Pressure on College 
Students’ Academic Stress

 Vilma Santos, Pamela Villanueva, 
Jovelyn Gesulga, Roviline Pal-iwen, 
Sarrah Jane Guerrero, Myrna Tan, 
Esperanza Jr. Lucena, and Brex Brayan 
Nicolas

 Scopus Journal Indexing
 December 21, 2025



DevCom Research Studies
in International Publication

 Pursuit and Burnout: How Goal 
Orientation Influence Academic 
Pressure in Students

 Pamela Villanueva, Jovelyn Gesulga, 
Vilma Santos, Roviline Pal-iwen, Sarrah 
Jane Guerrero, Myrna Tan, Esperanza Jr. 
Lucena, and Brex Brayan Nicolas

 Scopus Journal Indexing
 January 2, 2026



DevCom Research Studies
in International Publication

 Meeting the Mind’s Essentials: Basic 
Psychological Needs and Student Well-
being in Higher Education

 Jovelyn Gesulga, Vilma Santos, Pamela 
Villanueva, Roviline Pal-iwen, Sarrah 
Jane Guerrero, Myrna Tan, Esperanza Jr. 
Lucena, and Brex Brayan Nicolas

 Scopus Journal Indexing
 June 15, 2026



Presentation of  Research Studies
in International Forum

 Two (2) DevCom faculty members and five (5) students will 
present their research studies to the 1st Joint International 
Conference and Scientific Meeting on Development 
Communication in Indonesia this September 8-9, 2026. 

 This event is sponsored by FORKAPI and ADCEP 
Philippines. It will be held in Bogor, Indonesia.





Copyright of  Research 
Output

 One (1) student research output is 
already submitted to the 
application for Intellectual 
Property Protection for the 
Technology/work titled 
“TEKNOGIYA Episode 1: 
Background on Cacao.



Copyright of  Research Output

 It is from the undergraduate thesis of Junior M. Cayugan 
(student researcher) and Prof. Allan C. Facurib (thesis 
adviser) titled “Production and Pretesting of USM 
TEKNOGIYA Video Series On Cacao Production Episode 1: 
Background on Cacao.”


