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College of Arts and Social Sciences 

DEPARTMENT OF ENGLISH LANGUAGE AND LITERATURE 
Bachelor of Arts in English Language 

 
Enhancement Action Taken Percentage of 

Compliance 

1. Prepare your faculty 
development program/plan for 
the period 2022-2026. Indicate 
the four-fold functions of the 
university, then the 
corresponding faculty members/ 
participants, time period 
covered, funding sources, and 
sponsoring agencies, etc. then:  

 

 

 

 

 

 

a. Embodies a pro-active, 
disaster-resilient, and 
flexible instructional 
deliveries taking into account 
recent developments and 
innovations in the existing 
curriculum and continuously 
produce and distribute 
faculty-made instructional 
materials to allow greater 
scope of circulation and 
utilization. 
 

 

 

 

A Faculty Development Plan for 
the Department of English 
Language and Literature covering 
the period 2022–2026 has been 
developed to guide and support 
the continuous professional 
growth of its faculty members. The 
plan clearly delineates the 
university’s fourfold functions—
instruction, research, extension, 
and production—and identifies 
corresponding faculty 
development activities and 
strategies aligned with these 
functions. 

 

 Faculty members are encouraged 
to develop instructional materials 
such as modules, activity sheets, 
presentations, reading materials, 
and digital learning resources. 
Google Meet, Google Classroom, 
and the Virtual Learning 
Environment (VLE) are also used 
to ensure the continuity of 
academic activities, particularly 
during force majeure events or 
other circumstances that prevent 
the conduct of face-to-face 
activities.  

 

 

 

100% 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

100% 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

100% 

Compliance  
Report  
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b. Contains the vibrant faculty 
and staff development plan 
which encourages faculty 
and staff to continuously 
engage in sustainable 
extension programs, 
seminars, trainings and/or 
scholarships to graduate 
programs. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

c. Enrichment of 
internationalization of 
instruction such as actively 
engaging in faculty and 
student exchange program 
with foreign universities; 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

d. Intensifies effort to 
continuously engage in 
collaborative research not 
just to develop, but also to 
publish, obtain copyrights, 

Faculty members are assigned to 
specific areas of professional 
development and academic 
engagement, including research, 
extension, creative works, 
seminars and training, and 
scholarship opportunities for 
graduate programs. These 
assignments are aligned with the 
faculty members’ areas of 
expertise and contribute to the 
continuous enhancement of their 
professional competencies and 
the attainment of the 
Department’s academic goals. 

 

 

Faculty members are encouraged 
to actively participate in 
international conferences, 
webinars, and training programs, 
to enhance their global 
competencies, broaden their 
professional perspectives, and 
enrich classroom instruction. 
Similarly, students are provided 
with opportunities to participate in 
international academic activities, 
virtual exchange programs, 
collaborative projects, and other 
cross-cultural learning 
experiences that promote 
intercultural competence, global 
awareness, and meaningful 
engagement with peers and 
academic communities from 
other countries. 

 

Faculty members are provided 
with opportunities for research 
capability-building activities, 
including research proposal 
development, academic writing, 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

100% 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

100% 
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and establish partnerships 
with publishing houses; and  
 

e. Properly document all 
internationalization and 
consortia initiatives as 
pieces of evidence during the 
next survey visit. 

publication strategies, and 
intellectual property protection. 

 

The Department properly 
documents all internationalization 
and consortia initiatives as pieces 
of evidence for the next survey 
visit, consistent with its Monitoring 
Framework and Means of 
Verification (Strategic 
Development Plan 2026, Sections 
9.1 and 9.3). International 
collaborations, conferences, 
webinars, and joint publications 
are tracked annually by the 
Department Chair against 
Internationalization Key 
Performance Indicators, with 
Memoranda of 
Agreement/Understanding, 
certificates of participation, 
activity and accomplishment 
reports, and joint publications 
maintained and consolidated as 
primary evidence of 
implementation and readily 
available for presentation during 
accreditation and survey visits. 

2. Conduct meta-analysis research 
to analyze the themes and topics 
commonly studied by the faculty 
and students. 

In line with the Department's 
Strategic Development Plan 2026 
(Strategic Direction 2: Research 
Excellence; Strategic Goal 2, 
Objective 4 – "Align departmental 
research with institutional 
priorities, national development 
goals, and community needs"), the 
Department has strengthened its 
research productivity monitoring 
mechanism to systematically 
consolidate faculty publications, 
conference papers, and student 
thesis/capstone titles. This 
consolidated inventory is reviewed 
to identify recurring themes and 
topics in language, literature, 

100% 
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linguistics, communication, 
education, culture, and emerging 
societal issues, effectively serving 
as a meta-analysis of the 
Department's research output. In 
compliance with this 
recommendation, the Department 
conducted two meta-analysis 
research studies: (1) 
"Convergence and Divergence: A 
Comparative Meta-Synthesis of 
Faculty and Undergraduate 
Research Trends in the 
Department of English Language 
and Literature (2015–2026): A 
Bibliometric-Thematic Meta-
Synthesis of Faculty Publications 
and Undergraduate Theses, with 
Cross-Corpus Trend Analysis," 
and (2) "Bridging the Knowledge 
Gap: Identifying Research Lacunae 
in Bachelor of Arts in English 
Language for Future Research 
Directions." Findings from these 
thematic mapping studies inform 
faculty research capability-
building activities (proposal 
development, academic writing, 
and publication strategy training) 
and guide the alignment of future 
research agenda with institutional 
and national priorities. 

3. The library manual may be 
reviewed as a procedure manual 
that covers the internal 
administration and operational 
activities of the library. 
Moreover, provisions for new 
normal policies and services 
may be added and should be 
approved by the BOR. 

There is an approved University 
Library Manual, duly reviewed as a 
procedure manual covering the 
internal administration and 
operational activities of the library, 
per BOR Resolution No. 40, Series 
of 2025, wherein provisions for 
digitalization and other new 
normal policies and services have 
already been incorporated. 

100% 

4. A number of challenges are 
encountered in the process of 
digitizing library materials but in 

The Kundo E. Pahm Learning 
Resource Center (KEPLRC) has 
actively engaged in the digitization 

100% 
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order to enhance access and 
improve preservation of library 
materials, digitization of library 
materials is encouraged. 

of library materials to enhance 
access to and preservation of its 
holdings, participating in initiatives 
such as the ASEL Project of the 
DOST-PCAARRD, DOST-HERDIN, 
and the FILIPINIANA Online 
repository, among others. 

5. The library’s collection should be 
reviewed on an ongoing basis to 
ensure that the collection is 
meeting the current curriculum, 
research and informational 
needs of students and faculty. 

The KEPLRC's collection has been 
reviewed, analyzed, and updated 
on an ongoing basis, particularly in 
the major subject areas of the 
program, through the University 
Library Committee, which meets 
regularly to deliberate on key 
matters concerning the 
continuous improvement of library 
services across the University. The 
KEPLRC likewise conducts book 
fairs and exhibits participated in by 
the Administrative Council, 
faculty, staff, and students, who 
make live selections and evaluate 
professional books for use in their 
respective subjects, ensuring that 
the library collection remains 
updated, relevant, reliable, 
current, and specialized according 
to the needs of each program. An 
annual library inventory is also 
regularly conducted. 

100% 

6. The library may consider 
exploring libraries, information 
centers, and other agencies 
whom they could establish a 
MOA/MOU to augment their 
resources and service. 

The KEPLRC has already 
established linkages and 
resource-sharing arrangements 
with other government and non-
government agencies to augment 
its resources and services. 

100% 

7. Prepare the Quality Assurance 
Plan based on the University 
development plan to identify 
Quality Assurance key areas and 
cascade the same to the 
clientele of the university. 

The Department has 
institutionalized its Quality 
Assurance Plan through Strategic 
Direction 8 (Quality Assurance and 
Organizational Sustainability) and 
Strategic Goal 8 (Institutionalize 
Quality Assurance) of its Strategic 
Development Plan 2026, prepared 

100% 
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in alignment with the University's 
development plan. This is 
anchored on a Quality Assurance 
Philosophy and Framework 
(Section 12.1–12.2) guided by 
Outcomes-Based Education, 
Evidence-Based Planning, 
Continuous Quality Improvement, 
Participatory Governance, and 
Accountability and Transparency, 
and operationalized through the 
Plan–Do–Check–Act (PDCA) cycle 
(Section 12.3). Quality Assurance 
key areas—instruction, research, 
extension, production, 
internationalization, faculty 
development, and strategic 
management—together with their 
corresponding quality indicators 
and means of verification (Section 
12.5), have been identified and 
shall be cascaded to faculty, 
students, and other stakeholders 
through annual strategic planning 
and review workshops, 
stakeholder consultations, and 
regular reporting mechanisms. 
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ACTION TAKEN 
 
A Faculty Development Plan for the Department of English Language and Literature covering 
the period 2022–2026 has been developed to guide and support the continuous professional 
growth of its faculty members. The plan clearly delineates the university’s fourfold 
functions—instruction, research, extension, and production—and identifies corresponding 
faculty development activities and strategies aligned with these functions. 
 
  

Recommendation  

#1 
Prepare your faculty 
development program/plan for 
the period 2022-2026. Indicate 
the four-fold functions of the 
university, then the 
corresponding faculty members/ 
participants, time period 
covered, funding sources, and 
sponsoring agencies, etc. 
 



Bachelor of Arts in English Language 

 

 

 AACCUP Level IV Survey Visit 2026  •   8 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Bachelor of Arts in English Language 

 

 

 AACCUP Level IV Survey Visit 2026  •   9 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Bachelor of Arts in English Language 

 

 

 AACCUP Level IV Survey Visit 2026  •   10 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
ACTION TAKEN 

 
Faculty members are encouraged to develop instructional materials such as modules, 
activity sheets, presentations, reading materials, and digital learning resources. Google 
Meet, Google Classroom, and the Virtual Learning Environment (VLE) are also used to 
ensure the continuity of academic activities, particularly during force majeure events or 
other circumstances that prevent the conduct of face-to-face activities. 

Recommendation  

#1a 
Embodies a pro-active, disaster-
resilient, and flexible 
instructional deliveries taking 
into account recent 
developments and innovations in 
the existing curriculum and 
continuously produce and 
distribute faculty-made 
instructional materials to allow 
greater scope of circulation and 
utilization. 
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To realize the recommendation of developing a proactive, disaster-resilient, and 

flexible instructional system, the Department will continuously build faculty capacity 

through professional development programs on Outcomes-Based Education (OBE), 

flexible learning, hybrid and online instruction, learning management systems, digital 

assessment, and the integration of emerging technologies — such as artificial 

intelligence — in language education. Faculty members will also receive training in 

curriculum innovation, instructional design, educational technology, and inclusive 

pedagogical practices. 
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ACTION TAKEN 
 
Faculty members are assigned to specific areas of professional development and academic 
engagement, including research, extension, creative works, seminars and training, and 
scholarship opportunities for graduate programs. These assignments are aligned with the 
faculty members’ areas of expertise and contribute to the continuous enhancement of their 
professional competencies and the attainment of the Department’s academic goals. 
 
 
 
 

Recommendation  

#1b 
Contains the vibrant faculty and 
staff development plan which 
encourages faculty and staff to 
continuously engage in 
sustainable extension programs, 
seminars, trainings and/or 
scholarships to graduate 
programs. 
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Prof. Dela Cruz completed her academic requirements to the degree of Doctor Of 
Philosophy in English in Teaching English to Speakers of Other Languages 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Prof. Amilbahar enrolled in Siliman University for her PhD degree
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ACTION TAKEN 

 
Faculty members are encouraged to actively participate in international conferences, 
webinars, and training programs, to enhance their global competencies, broaden their 
professional perspectives, and enrich classroom instruction. Similarly, students are 
provided with opportunities to participate in international academic activities, virtual 
exchange programs, collaborative projects, and other cross-cultural learning experiences 
that promote intercultural competence, global awareness, and meaningful engagement 
with peers and academic communities from other countries. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Recommendation  

#1c 
Enrichment of 
internationalization of instruction 
such as actively engaging in 
faculty and student exchange 
program with foreign universities 
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Papers Presented in International Fora 

Faculty and student research has been presented before international academic audiences 
at conferences hosted by institutions such as the University of Malaya (Malaysia), 
Hiroshima University (Japan), Bung Hatta University (Indonesia), and Chulalongkorn 
University (Thailand), among others. 

 

Presenter(s) Paper / Recognition Forum / Venue Date 

FACULTY  

Estella B. Barbosa Paper presented 12th International Free 
Linguistics Conference, 
University of Malaya, 
Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia 

July 10–11, 
2018 

Lloyd Anton Von M. 
Colita 

1st National Research 
Communication 
Disseminator 
(Recognition) 

3rd International 
Research Conference 
on Media and 
Community 
Development 
(IRCMCD), National 
University–Clark, 
Mabalacat City, 
Pampanga 

September 
25–27 

Glyn B. Gabano-
Magbanua 

Research Recognition 1st International 
ASEAN-English 
Language Teaching 
Conference (ASEAN-
ELT 2018), Hotel 
Equatorial Melaka, 
Malaysia 

March 16–
17, 2018 

Marlyn A. 
Resurreccion 

"Phonological and 
Morphological Analysis 
of Pop Maguindanaon 
Songs" — Research 
Paper Presenter Award 

International 
Conference on 
Linguistics, Language 
Pedagogy, and 
Literature, University of 
Mindanao, Davao City 

June 28–30, 
2016 

Marlyn A. 
Resurreccion 

Research Recognition 1st International 
ASEAN-ELT 
Conference, Hotel 
Equatorial Melaka, 
Malaysia 

March 16–
17, 2018 

Marlon T. Salvador "Identity in Dialogic 
Discourse: The 
Construction of Guilt 
and Culpability in a 
Government Document 
from the Philippines" 

10th Annual 
International Free 
Linguistics Conference, 
Bung Hatta University, 
Jakarta, Indonesia 

Sept. 29–
Oct. 1, 
2016 
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Marlon T. Salvador Research Recognition 4th Philippine Studies 
Conference in Japan, 
Hiroshima University 

November 
18, 2018 

Donnie M. Tulud Research Recognition 20th CamTESOL 
Conference on English 
Language Teaching, 
Phnom Penh, 
Cambodia 

February 
23, 2024 

Donnie M. Tulud Research Recognition 1st International 
ASEAN-ELT 
Conference, Malaysia 

March 16–
17, 2018 

Anamarie B. 
Uyangurin 

Research Recognition 1st International 
ASEAN-ELT 
Conference, Malaysia 

March 16–
17, 2018 

Mirasol O. Verona Research Recognition 20th CamTESOL 
Conference, Phnom 
Penh, Cambodia 

February 
23, 2024 

Mirasol O. Verona Research Recognition 1st International 
ASEAN-ELT 
Conference, Malaysia 

March 16–
17, 2018 

STUDENTS 

Philip John B. 
Tabada & Francis D. 
Castro 

Certificates of 
Participation and 
Recognition 

5th Linguistic Society of 
the Philippines 
International 
Conference (LSPIC 
2023) 

2023 

Althea P. Miano & 
John Carlo Dioso 

Research presenters 2026 International 
Sanrokan Festival, 
Romblon State 
University 

2026 

Princes April Jane 
O. Abistano & 
James Bryan 
Balonda 

Scholarly engagement 
participants 

2026 International 
Sanrokan Festival, 
Romblon State 
University 

2026 

Angel Faye J. Caang Institutional 
representative 

ASEAN English 
Language Teaching 
Conference (ASEAN-
ELT) 

2018 

Al Jame B. 
Macalaba, Prof. 
Anamarie B. 
Uyangurin, Myka 
Ella M. Afundar, 
Glyn G. Gabano-
Magbanua 

Research papers 
presented 

International 
Conference on Creative 
Teaching, Assessment 
and Research in the 
English Language 
(ICCTAR), Malaysia 

2018 
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ACTION TAKEN 

 
Faculty members are provided with opportunities for research capability-building activities, 
including research proposal development, academic writing, publication strategies, and 
intellectual property protection. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Recommendation  

#1d 
Intensifies effort to continuously 
engage in collaborative research 
not just to develop, but also to 
publish, obtain copyrights, and 
establish partnerships with 
publishing houses 
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Copyrights and Commercialized Creative Works  

Beyond conventional research, the Department recognizes creative scholarship as a 
legitimate form of knowledge production that advances literary, cultural, and artistic inquiry. 
Among the Department's notable creative scholars, Prof. Lloyd Anton Von M. Colita, writing 
under the pen name LAV Colita, authored the poetry collection “Why the Moon Lives Inside 
Us” (2025) and a prose reflection book “Why the Clouds Make Us Wait” (2026).  

The work carries copyrights and registered ISBNs and demonstrates scholarly creativity 
through literary authorship, book design, and visual production. This accomplishment 
illustrates the Department's recognition that creative works complement traditional 
research by generating original cultural knowledge, enriching literary scholarships, and 
expanding the University's creative research portfolio. 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

The work explores themes of identity, healing, love, and self-discovery. It was published and 
commercially released by 8Letters Publishing and is available through Fully Booked 
bookstores as well as major online platforms, including Shopee, Lazada, and Gumroad. 
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Bachelor of Arts in English Language 

 

 

 AACCUP Level IV Survey Visit 2026  •   27 

 

Internal Funded Research 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

External Funded Project 
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Research Studies Published in International Journals 

Faculty research has achieved growing international visibility through publications in 
reputable peer-reviewed journals indexed in recognized databases and citation systems, 
including Scopus, the Web of Science Core Collection, and the ASEAN Citation Index 
(ACI). The Department's publication portfolio spans journals such as the International 
Journal of Evaluation and Research in Education (IJERE), the Journal of Nusantara Studies 
(JONUS), the Asian EFL Journal, the International Journal of Language and Literary Studies 
(IJLLS), the Journal of English Language Teaching and Applied Linguistics, the Indonesian 
Journal of Education Research (IJoER), and the Journal of Social Knowledge Education 
(JSKE), among other reputable international journals — collectively demonstrating 
dissemination across 22 international peer-reviewed journals. 

Faculty 
Member 

Complete Bibliographic 
Entry (APA 6th Edition) 

Journal / Source 
Info 

Year URL  

Ajero, 
Orfelina M. 

Bacud, A. A., Bolaron, G. 
L., Sarse, C. M. P., Tulud, 
D. M., & Ajero, O. M. 
(2025). Kankanta: 
Unlocking the Cultural 
and Educational 
Significance of Ilocano 
Folksongs. IJoER, 6(2), 
209–226. 

Indonesian Journal of 
Education Research 2025 

https://doi.org/1
0.37251/ijoer.v6i
2.1521  

Ajero, 
Orfelina M. 

Ajero, O. (2025). 
Linguistic Deviations in 
Police Investigative 
Report. 

International Journal 
of Research and 
Innovations in Social 
Science (IJRISS) 

2025 

https://dx.doi.or
g/10.47772/IJRIS
S.2025.9030030
7 

Tulud, D. M. 
et al. (Ajero, 
Amilbahar, 
Barbosa, 
Bolences, 
Colita, De 
Guzman, 
Dimasingkil, 
Naringahon, 
Salvador, 
Verona) 

Tulud, D. M., Verona, M. 
O., Dimasingkil, E. B., 
Barbosa, E. B., Colita, L. 
A. V. M., Salvador, M. T., 
... & Tagare Jr, R. L. 
(2026). Constrained 
contexts, resilient 
teachers: instructional 
adaptation, student 
engagement, and 
professional well-being. 

International Journal 
of Evaluation and 
Research in 
Education 

2026 
http://doi.org/10
.11591/ijere.v15i
3.39008 

Tulud, D. M. 
et al. (Ajero, 
Amilbahar, 
Barbosa, 
Bolences, 
Colita, De 
Guzman, 
Dimasingkil, 
Naringahon, 
Salvador, 
Verona) 

Tulud, D. M., Verona, M. 
O., Dimasingkil, E. B., 
Barbosa, E. B., Colita, L. 
A. V. M., Salvador, M. T., 
... & Tagare Jr, R. L. 
(2026). Constrained 
contexts, resilient 
teachers: instructional 
adaptation, student 
engagement, and 
professional well-being. 

International Journal 
of Evaluation and 
Research in 
Education 

2026 
http://doi.org/10
.11591/ijere.v15i
3.39008 

https://doi.org/10.37251/ijoer.v6i2.1521
https://doi.org/10.37251/ijoer.v6i2.1521
https://doi.org/10.37251/ijoer.v6i2.1521
https://dx.doi.org/10.47772/IJRISS.2025.90300307
https://dx.doi.org/10.47772/IJRISS.2025.90300307
https://dx.doi.org/10.47772/IJRISS.2025.90300307
https://dx.doi.org/10.47772/IJRISS.2025.90300307
http://doi.org/10.11591/ijere.v15i3.39008
http://doi.org/10.11591/ijere.v15i3.39008
http://doi.org/10.11591/ijere.v15i3.39008
http://doi.org/10.11591/ijere.v15i3.39008
http://doi.org/10.11591/ijere.v15i3.39008
http://doi.org/10.11591/ijere.v15i3.39008
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Yongque, R. 
J. J., Tulud, 
D. M., 
Verona, M. 
O., Ajero, O. 
M., Barbosa, 
E. B., 
Dimasingkil, 
E. B., & 
Colita, L. A. 
V. M. 

(2026). A Linguistic 
Odyssey toward 
Employability: A Tracer 
Study of the Academic 
and Professional 
Development Pathways 
of AB English Language 
Graduates. 

Journal of Social 
Knowledge 
Education (JSKE), 
7(1), 1–15 

2026 
https://doi.org/1
0.37251/jske.v7i
1.2245  

Amilbahar, 
Rezeille May 
C. 

Dalgan, H., Kahar, Y., 
Tulud, D., & Amilbahar, R. 
M. (2025). A Pragmatic 
Analysis of FPRRD's Quad 
Committee Hearing on 
Drug War Using Grice's 
Maxims. 

International Journal 
of Language and 
Literary Studies, 7(2), 
448–461 

2025 
https://doi.org/1
0.36892/ijlls.v7i
2.2065  

Barbosa, 
Estella B. 

Barbosa, E. B., Jose, A. E., 
& Concepcion, M. G. 
(2020). Improving reading 
comprehension through 
Jigsaw technique. 

International Journal 
of New Economics 
and Social Sciences 

2020 
https://ijoness.c
om/article/1435
53/en  

Barbosa, 
Estella B. 

Barbosa, E. (2022). The 
Semiotics of the Peace 
Rituals (Pomaas Atag to 
Kosunayan) of Obo 
Manobo People. 

International Journal 
of Language and 
Literary Studies, 4(1), 
1–18 

2022 
https://doi.org/1
0.36892/ijlls.v4i
1.622  

Barbosa, 
Estella B. 

Anthony, J. M. C., Pacate, 
D. J. B., Tulud, D. M., & 
Barbosa, E. B. (2025). 
Politeness Strategies of 
President Duterte During 
Inquest on War on Drugs: 
Implications on Teaching 
Communication. 

Indonesian Journal of 
Education Research, 
6(2), 234–246 

2025 
https://doi.org/1
0.37251/ijoer.v6i
2.1538  

Colita, Lloyd 
Anton Von 
M. 

Rodriguez, R., Beronilla, 
Z., Colita, L. A. V., & 
Tulud, D. (2025). Framing 
LGBTQIA+ Identities: A 
Critical Discourse 
Analysis of Gender and 
Sexuality Representation 
in Student Publications. 

International Journal 
of Language and 
Literary Studies, 7(2), 
344–363 

2025 
https://doi.org/1
0.36892/ijlls.v7i
2.2060  

Colita, Lloyd 
Anton Von 
M. 

Colita, L. A. V. (2025). 
(Un)Gendering Bullying in 
Academic Spaces: The 
Case of Queer 
Resistance and Identity 
Assertion. 

International Journal 
of Language and 
Literary Studies, 7(6), 
589–508 

2026 
https://doi.org/1
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Research Utilization and Innovation 

By translating research findings into instructional, curricular, and institutional 
improvements, the Department demonstrates that research functions as a catalyst for 
innovation rather than an end. This commitment is further strengthened through its 
research utilization and dissemination initiatives, ensuring that scholarly outputs inform 
practice, policy, and continuous quality improvement within and beyond the University. 
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Dr. Donnie M. Tulud served as a peer reviewer for the Southeastern Philippines Journal of 
Research and Development, Volume 27, No. 2 (September 2022; ISSN 0117-6293), 
published by the University of Southeastern Philippines, Davao City; the Langkit Journal of 
Social Sciences and Humanities, Vol. 15 No. 1 (2026) of MSU–Iligan Institute of 
Technology, Iligan City; and The International Journal of Learning in Higher Education, 
published by Common Ground Research Networks. 
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Assoc. Prof. Lloyd Anton Von M. Colita served as a peer reviewer for The Accolade: Journal 
of Liberal Arts and Sciences, Volume 12, Issue 12 (December 2024; ISSN 2012-3272), 
published by Jose Rizal Memorial State University, Dapitan City, Zamboanga del Norte. 
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Assoc. Prof. Estella B. Barbosa and Dr. Donnie M.  Tulud also serve as proofreaders for the 
Journal of Engineering and Technology for Sustainability and Rresilience (JETSUR) of the 
College of Engineering and Information Technology, University of Southern Mindanao.  
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ACTION TAKEN 

 
The Department properly documents all internationalization and consortia initiatives as 
pieces of evidence for the next survey visit, consistent with its Monitoring Framework and 
Means of Verification (Strategic Development Plan 2026, Sections 9.1 and 9.3). International 
collaborations, conferences, webinars, and joint publications are tracked annually by the 
Department Chair against Internationalization Key Performance Indicators, with 
Memoranda of Agreement/Understanding, certificates of participation, activity and 
accomplishment reports, and joint publications maintained and consolidated as primary 
evidence of implementation and readily available for presentation during accreditation and 
survey visit. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Recommendation  

#1e 
Properly document all 
internationalization and 
consortia initiatives as pieces of 
evidence during the next survey 
visit. 
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ACTION TAKEN 

 
In line with the Department's Strategic Development Plan 2026 (Strategic Direction 2: 
Research Excellence; Strategic Goal 2, Objective 4 – "Align departmental research with 
institutional priorities, national development goals, and community needs"), the 
Department has strengthened its research productivity monitoring mechanism to 
systematically consolidate faculty publications, conference papers, and student 
thesis/capstone titles. This consolidated inventory is reviewed to identify recurring themes 
and topics in language, literature, linguistics, communication, education, culture, and 
emerging societal issues, effectively serving as a meta-analysis of the Department's 
research output. In compliance with this recommendation, the Department conducted two 
meta-analysis research studies: (1) "Convergence and Divergence: A Comparative Meta-
Synthesis of Faculty and Undergraduate Research Trends in the Department of English 
Language and Literature (2015–2026): A Bibliometric-Thematic Meta-Synthesis of Faculty 
Publications and Undergraduate Theses, with Cross-Corpus Trend Analysis," and (2) 
"Bridging the Knowledge Gap: Identifying Research Lacunae in Bachelor of Arts in English 
Language for Future Research Directions." Findings from these thematic mapping studies 
inform faculty research capability-building activities (proposal development, academic 
writing, and publication strategy training) and guide the alignment of future research agenda 
with institutional and national priorities. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Recommendation  

#2 
Conduct meta-analysis research 
to analyze the themes and topics 
commonly studied by the faculty 
and students. 
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Abstract 

This study presents a comparative meta-synthesis of two research populations within the 

Department of English Language and Literature (DELL): 64 faculty research publications 

produced between 2015 and 2026, and 103 undergraduate theses completed within the 

Bachelor of Arts in English Language (BAEL) program across three academic years 

(2018–2019, 2021–2022, 2022–2023). Each corpus was independently coded by major 

research area, cross-cutting theme, and publication or cohort period, then classified by 

directional trend. The two coded datasets were subsequently cross-tabulated to compare 

area-level rankings, align their respective timelines, intersect their underexplored-area 

lists, and map faculty specializations against corresponding student thesis themes. 

Results show strong alignment at the core of the Department's research identity, with 

Applied Linguistics and Discourse Analysis / Critical Discourse Analysis ranking first and 

second in both corpora. Divergence appears at the periphery — notably in faculty-only 

Educational Psychology / Well-being research and student-only Psycholinguistics 

concentration — and a distinct time-lagged convergence pattern emerges around identity- 

and politics-oriented themes, which appear in student theses roughly two to three years 

before comparable prominence in faculty publications. Ten linguistic subfields, including 

corpus linguistics, computational linguistics, and translation studies, are absent or near-

absent from both corpora across their entire, independently timed observation windows, 

indicating structurally persistent rather than transient research gaps. The study concludes 

that faculty and student research in the Department function as two differently paced 

expressions of a single evolving research culture, and it recommends coordinated faculty-

development and mentorship strategies targeting the shared gaps identified. 

 

Keywords: comparative meta-synthesis; bibliometric-thematic analysis; faculty 

research trends; undergraduate research trends; research-culture diffusion; English 

language and literature; Philippines 
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1. Introduction 

1.1 Background of the Study 

A department's research identity is shaped jointly by the scholarly output of its faculty and 

the thesis output of its undergraduate students. Faculty publications typically reflect 

established expertise, funded or self-directed inquiry, and longer development cycles, 

while undergraduate theses respond more immediately to curricular exposure and 

prevailing student interest. Comparing the two corpora side by side allows a department 

to determine whether its research culture is internally coherent — whether faculty 

expertise is being transmitted into student mentorship — or whether the two levels of 

research activity are drifting apart. 

This study extends two prior single-corpus analyses: a meta-synthesis of undergraduate 

thesis trends in the Bachelor of Arts in English Language (BAEL) program (AY 2018–

2019, 2021–2022, and 2022–2023; N = 103 theses), and a newly synthesized meta-

analysis of faculty research publications in the Department of English Language and 

Literature (DELL) from 2015 to 2026 (N = 64 publications). The present study integrates 

both corpora to produce a single comparative account of the Department's research 

trajectory across its two principal research-producing populations. 

 

1.2 Statement of the Problem 

This study sought to synthesize faculty research publications from 2015–2026 and to 

compare the resulting trends against the previously synthesized undergraduate thesis 

corpus (2018–2023), in order to determine points of alignment, divergence, time-lagged 

convergence, and shared research gaps between the two populations. Specifically, it 

answered the following questions: 

• What is the distribution of faculty research output across major research areas and 

themes from 2015 to 2026, and how has this distribution evolved across four 

publication periods? 
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• Which faculty members are associated with which research specializations, and 

how might these specializations relate to undergraduate thesis mentorship? 

• To what extent do faculty and undergraduate research trends align in their 

dominant research areas and themes? 

• Do thematic shifts appear first in student research or in faculty research, and is 

there evidence of a time lag between the two? 

• Which research areas remain jointly underexplored by both faculty and students, 

and what does this shared gap imply for departmental research planning? 

 

1.3 Objectives of the Study 

The study aimed to: (a) synthesize and trend-classify faculty research output by area, 

theme, and publication period; (b) map faculty specialization against faculty identity; (c) 

statistically and descriptively compare faculty and student research distributions; (d) 

identify and interpret any time lag or diffusion pattern between student and faculty 

thematic emergence; and (e) consolidate a single set of shared research gaps and 

recommendations spanning both populations. 

 

1.4 Significance of the Study 

The comparative design offers the Department a single evidentiary basis for research-

culture planning that neither corpus can supply alone. Where the undergraduate 

synthesis identifies what students are researching, and the faculty synthesis identifies 

what the Department is publishing, this combined analysis identifies whether the two are 

moving together — information directly relevant to mentorship assignment, curriculum 

sequencing, and faculty development planning. 

 

1.5 Scope and Delimitation 

The faculty corpus (N = 64 publications, 2015–2026) and the student corpus (N = 103 

theses, AY 2018–2019, 2021–2022, 2022–2023) are unequal in time span, unit of 
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analysis, and production cycle: publications undergo longer development and 

dissemination timelines than a one-year undergraduate thesis. Comparative claims in this 

study are therefore descriptive and interpretive rather than statistically inferential, and any 

timing or "diffusion lag" pattern identified (Section 5) is offered as a plausible reading of 

the two timelines rather than a demonstrated causal relationship. 

 

2. Theoretical and Conceptual Framework 

As in the earlier undergraduate synthesis, this study is grounded in qualitative meta-

synthesis (Sandelowski & Barroso, 2007) and thematic synthesis (Thomas & Harden, 

2008) for aggregating topical and thematic data across a bounded corpus, supported by 

bibliometric-thematic trend analysis (Zupic & Čater, 2015) for the quantitative overlay of 

frequency and directional trend. 

To accommodate the comparative aim of this study, the framework is extended with a 

research-culture diffusion lens: the proposition that a department's faculty and student 

research outputs are linked populations, in which faculty specialization shapes student 

topic selection through direct thesis mentorship (a top-down transmission pathway), while 

broader societal and disciplinary shifts may surface first in student research — which has 

a markedly shorter production cycle — before being taken up in faculty publication, which 

typically has a longer development and dissemination timeline (a potential bottom-up or 

lagged-convergence pathway). This study treats both pathways as plausible and 

examines the combined corpus for evidence of each rather than assuming a single 

direction of influence. 
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Figure A. Extended Conceptual Model — Research-Culture Diffusion Between 
Faculty and Students

 
 

3. Methodology 

3.1 Research Design 

This study employed a descriptive-qualitative meta-synthesis and bibliometric-thematic 

content analysis design, extended with a comparative cross-corpus analysis stage. The 

comparative stage cross-tabulated the independently coded faculty and student datasets 

against a shared area taxonomy to enable direct comparison. 

3.2 Corpora and Data Sources 

• Faculty corpus: 64 faculty research publications from the Department of English 

Language and Literature (DELL), 2015–2026, coded by primary research area, 

theme, publication period, and authoring faculty member. 

• Student corpus: 103 undergraduate theses from the Bachelor of Arts in English 

Language (BAEL) program, AY 2018–2019, AY 2021–2022, and AY 2022–2023, 

as coded in the prior meta-synthesis and reproduced here (Section 4.2) for direct 

comparison. 
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3.3 Inclusion Criteria 

• Faculty: authored or co-authored publication attributed to a DELL faculty member 

and dated within 2015–2026; collaborative works counted once under their primary 

research focus. 

• Students: completed and defended BAEL undergraduate thesis within the three 

sampled academic years. 

3.4 Data Analysis Procedure 

Faculty publications were coded into eleven major research areas and thirteen cross-

cutting themes, tallied by four publication periods (2015–2018, 2019–2021, 2022–2024, 

2025–2026), and classified by directional trend, following the same coding logic applied 

to the student corpus in the prior study (Section 3.4 of that study). A faculty-expertise map 

was constructed by cross-referencing each faculty member's stated specialization against 

the Department's coded thematic output. For the comparative stage, the two corpora's 

area-level rankings were aligned side by side (Section 5.1), the two timelines were 

mapped against one another to surface possible lag patterns (Section 5.2), the two 

underexplored-area lists were intersected to identify shared gaps (Section 5.3), and 

faculty specializations were cross-referenced against student thesis themes to explore 

plausible mentorship linkages (Section 5.4). 

3.5 Trustworthiness 

As with the earlier study, rigor was supported through an explicit audit trail of all frequency 

tabulations (retained in full in the tables below), transparent acknowledgment of the 

unequal time spans and production cycles of the two corpora (Section 1.5), and deliberate 

framing of all cross-corpus timing claims as interpretive rather than causal. 
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4. Results — Part A: Faculty Research Trends (2015–2026) 

4.1 Distribution of Faculty Research by Major Area 

Table 1 presents the distribution of the 64 coded faculty publications across eleven major 

research areas.  

Table 1. Distribution of Faculty Research by Major Research Area 

Research Area 
No. of 

Publications 
Trend Rating 

Applied Linguistics / Language 

Education 
17 ★★★★★ Very High 

Discourse Analysis / Critical 

Discourse Analysis 
12 ★★★★★ High 

Educational Psychology / Student 

Well-being 
8 ★★★★☆ Increasing 

Pragmatics 6 ★★★★☆ Increasing 

Genre Analysis / Academic Writing 5 ★★★★☆ Stable 

Sociolinguistics 4 ★★★☆☆ Emerging 

AI and Educational Technology 3 ★★★☆☆ Emerging 

Graduate Employability / Tracer 

Studies 
3 ★★★☆☆ Growing 

Semiotics 2 ★★☆☆☆ Limited 

Literary Studies / Stylistics 2 ★★☆☆☆ Limited 

Indigenous Language and Culture 2 ★★☆☆☆ Emerging 

 

Applied Linguistics / Language Education (n = 17) and Discourse Analysis / Critical 

Discourse Analysis (n = 12) are the Department's two largest faculty research 

concentrations, jointly accounting for 45.3% of the corpus. Educational Psychology / 

Student Well-being (n = 8) is the third-largest area and is rated increasing, indicating a 

strengthening faculty interest in learner and educator well-being alongside the 

Department's traditional linguistic strands. 
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4.2 Evolution of Faculty Research Focus 

Table 2. Dominant Faculty Research Focus by Publication Period 

Period Dominant Research Focus 

2015–2018 Language pedagogy, literacy, phonological awareness, genre analysis 

2019–2021 
Academic writing, rhetorical structure, computer-assisted language 

learning (CALL) 

2022–2024 Educational innovation, classroom interaction, graduate outcomes 

2025–2026 
Critical discourse studies, AI in language learning, LGBTQIA+ 

discourse, pragmatics, employability, teacher resilience 

 

4.2.1 2015–2018 — Foundational Pedagogy and Literacy 

The earliest period concentrated on language pedagogy, literacy development, 

phonological awareness, and genre analysis — a foundational, classroom- and text-

oriented research identity. 

 

4.2.2 2019–2021 — Academic Writing and Computer-Assisted Learning 

This period shows a shift toward academic writing, rhetorical structure, and computer-

assisted language learning (CALL), reflecting an early digital-pedagogical turn that 

precedes the pandemic period proper. 

 

4.2.3 2022–2024 — Educational Innovation and Graduate Outcomes 

Faculty attention broadened to educational innovation, classroom interaction, and 

graduate outcomes, paralleling the Department's growing investment in tracer-study and 

employability research (Table 5). 

 

4.2.4 2025–2026 — Critical, Political, and Technological Convergence 

The most recent period shows convergence of critical discourse studies, AI in language 

learning, LGBTQIA+ discourse, pragmatics, employability, and teacher resilience — the 

most thematically diverse period in the faculty corpus. 
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4.3 Dominant Cross-Cutting Faculty Themes 

Table 3. Dominant Faculty Research Themes 

Theme 
Relative 

Frequency 
Trend 

English language teaching 

(ELT) 
★★★★★ Consistently dominant 

Writing instruction ★★★★★ High 

Academic discourse ★★★★★ High 

Critical discourse analysis ★★★★★ Increasing 

Political discourse ★★★★☆ Increasing 

Pragmatics and politeness ★★★★☆ Increasing 

Graduate employability ★★★★☆ Emerging 

Mental health in education ★★★★☆ Increasing 

Artificial intelligence in 

language learning 
★★★☆☆ Emerging 

Student engagement ★★★☆☆ Emerging 

Teacher resilience ★★★☆☆ Emerging 

Indigenous knowledge and 

language 
★★☆☆☆ Emerging 

Semiotics ★★☆☆☆ Limited 

 

English language teaching, writing instruction, academic discourse, and critical discourse 

analysis are rated as the most saturated and consistently dominant faculty themes. 

Mental health in education and graduate employability are both rated 

increasing/emerging, suggesting these are the fastest-growing thematic strands in 

current faculty output. 

 

4.4 Most Frequently Investigated Faculty Topics 

Table 4. Most Frequently Investigated Topics (Faculty) 
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Rank Topic 

1 English Language Teaching and Learning 

2 Writing Instruction and Academic Writing 

3 Discourse Analysis 

4 Critical Discourse Analysis 

5 Pragmatics and Politeness 

6 Graduate Employability 

7 Language Learning Technologies 

8 Student Learning Strategies 

9 Teacher Professional Development 

10 Educational Psychology 

 

4.5 Faculty Expertise Mapping 

Table 5 links individual faculty members to their primary research specializations, 

providing the basis for the mentorship-linkage analysis in Section 5.4. 

Table 5. Research Areas by Faculty Expertise 

Faculty Member Primary Research Areas 

Donnie Tulud 
Genre Analysis, Applied Linguistics, AI in Writing, 

Pragmatics, ELT 

Lloyd Anton Von Colita 
Critical Discourse Analysis, Gender Studies, Queer 

Linguistics, Media Studies 

Orfelina Ajero Linguistics, Indigenous Culture, Employability 

Estella Barbosa Semiotics, Pragmatics, Reading Instruction 

Rezeille May Amilbahar Pragmatics 

Lawrence Dollente 
Language Learning, Classroom Feedback, Distance 

Education 

Glyn Gabano-Magbanua Corrective Feedback, Dyslexia, Speaking 

Edna Luz De Guzman Grammar, Oral Discourse 

Marlon Salvador Literary Discourse, Social Media 

Ronel Naringahon Graduate Studies, Tracer Studies 

Mirasol Verona Graduate Outcomes, Teacher Education 
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4.6 Evolution of Faculty Research Interests 

Table 6. Evolution of Faculty Research Interests by Period 

Period Emergent Interests 

2015–2018 Reading; phonology; genre analysis; literacy 

2019–2021 Academic writing; CALL; genre studies; classroom communication 

2022–2024 
Graduate outcomes; educational innovation; classroom feedback; 

teaching strategies 

2025–2026 
AI in education; critical discourse analysis; political communication; 

gender & LGBTQIA+; teacher well-being; employability; pragmatics 

 

4.7 Emerging Research Strengths 

Table 7. Emerging Research Strengths of the Department 

Research Strength Evidence 

Applied Linguistics Largest concentration of publications 

Critical Discourse 

Analysis 

Numerous studies on political discourse, media, and 

gender 

Academic Writing 

Research 
Genre analysis and rhetorical structure publications 

Language Pedagogy Strong publication output on ELT and writing instruction 

Graduate Employability Multiple tracer studies and graduate outcome research 

AI-Assisted Language 

Learning 
Emerging publications on Grammarly and AI writing 

Teacher Education 
Research on resilience, engagement, and instructional 

adaptation 

 

4.8 Underexplored Faculty Research Areas 

Table 8. Underexplored Research Areas (Faculty Corpus) 

Underexplored Area Current Status Opportunity 

Corpus Linguistics None Very High 

Computational Linguistics None Very High 

Forensic Linguistics One study High 

Historical Linguistics None Very High 
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Underexplored Area Current Status Opportunity 

Phonetics and Phonology Very few High 

Syntax None Very High 

Lexicography None Very High 

Translation Studies None Very High 

Language Policy and 

Planning 
None Very High 

World Englishes Limited High 

Language Documentation Very few High 

Digital Humanities None Very High 

Corpus Stylistics None Very High 

Multilingual Education Limited High 

Indigenous Language 

Documentation 
Limited High 

 

4.9 Faculty Research Concentration 

Table 9 renders the relative concentration of faculty publications by area as a text-scaled 

bar, corresponding to the counts in Table 1. 

Table 9. Faculty Research Concentration by Area 

Research Area Publications Relative Concentration 

Applied Linguistics 17 █████████████████ 

Discourse Analysis 12 ████████████ 

Educational Psychology 8 ████████ 

Pragmatics 6 ██████ 

Genre Analysis 5 █████ 

Graduate Employability 3 ███ 

AI & Educational 

Technology 
3 ███ 

Sociolinguistics 4 ████ 

Semiotics 2 ██ 

Literary Studies 2 ██ 
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Research Area Publications Relative Concentration 

Indigenous Studies 2 ██ 

 

4. Results — Part B: Undergraduate Student Research Trends (2018–2023) — Recap 

For comparability, the core findings of the earlier undergraduate meta-synthesis (N = 103 

theses; AY 2018–2019, 2021–2022, 2022–2023) are reproduced below in condensed 

form. 

 

4.10 Distribution of Student Research by Major Area 

Table 10. Distribution of Undergraduate Research by Major Area (Recap) 

Research Area 
2018–

2019 

2021–

2022 

2022–

2023 
Total Trend 

Discourse Analysis 9 7 9 25 Increasing 

Applied Linguistics 10 9 8 27 Stable High 

Pragmatics 8 4 3 15 Declining 

Sociolinguistics 4 2 2 8 Stable Low 

Psycholinguistics — 8 4 12 Emerging 

Semiotics 3 2 2 7 Declining 

Stylistics — 3 1 4 Emerging 

Morphology 3 1 — 4 Declining 

Ethnolinguistics — — 1 1 
Newly 

Emerging 

 

4.11 Dominant Student Research Themes 

Table 11. Dominant Themes Across Undergraduate Theses (Recap) 

Theme Relative Frequency Trend 

Political discourse ★★★★★ Increasing 

Social media language ★★★★★ Increasing 

Language learning ★★★★★ Consistently high 

Online learning ★★★★☆ Pandemic-related 
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Theme Relative Frequency Trend 

Gender and identity ★★★☆☆ Increasing 

COVID-19 discourse ★★★☆☆ Temporary peak 

Multimodal discourse ★★★☆☆ Increasing 

Politeness and speech acts ★★★☆☆ Declining 

Writing proficiency ★★★☆☆ Stable 

Philippine English ★★☆☆☆ Stable 

Non-verbal communication ★★☆☆☆ Stable 

Vocabulary learning ★☆☆☆☆ Low 

Morphology ★☆☆☆☆ Declining 

 

4.12 Underexplored Student Research Areas 

Table 12. Least-Studied Areas in the Student Corpus (Recap) 

Underexplored Area No. of Studies Research Opportunity 

Ethnolinguistics 1 Very High 

Corpus Linguistics 0 Very High 

Forensic Linguistics 0 Very High 

Cognitive Linguistics 0 Very High 

Historical Linguistics 0 Very High 

Computational Linguistics 0 Very High 

Translation Studies 0 Very High 

Lexicography 0 Very High 

World Englishes 1–2 High 

Language Policy 0 Very High 

Child Language Acquisition 0 Very High 

Phonetics & Phonology 0 Very High 

Syntax 0 Very High 

Corpus Stylistics 0 Very High 

Literary Linguistics Very few High 
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5. Results — Part C: Comparative Trend Analysis Between Faculty and Student 

Research 

5.1 Alignment in Dominant Research Areas 

Table 13 ranks the top five research areas in each corpus side by side. The rank order is 

nearly identical at the top: Applied Linguistics and Discourse Analysis / CDA occupy the 

first two positions in both the faculty and student corpora, indicating strong vertical 

alignment between faculty expertise and student topic selection at the Department's core. 

Table 13. Top-Ranked Research Areas — Faculty vs. Student Corpora 

Rank 
Faculty Research Area (2015–

2026, N = 64 pubs.) 

Student Research Area (2018–

2023, N = 103 theses) 

1 
Applied Linguistics / Language 

Education (17) 
Applied Linguistics (27) 

2 Discourse Analysis / CDA (12) Discourse Analysis (25) 

3 
Educational Psychology / Well-being 

(8) 
Pragmatics (15) 

4 Pragmatics (6) Psycholinguistics (12) 

5 
Genre Analysis / Academic Writing 

(5) 
Sociolinguistics (8) 

Beyond the top two ranks, the corpora begin to diverge: faculty research places 

Educational Psychology / Well-being third, a research area with no direct undergraduate 

counterpart in the student taxonomy, while students place Pragmatics and 

Psycholinguistics third and fourth — areas present but comparatively minor in the faculty 

corpus (6 and 0 publications respectively, since Psycholinguistics does not appear as a 

distinct faculty area at all). 

5.2 Timeline Alignment and Evidence of Diffusion Lag 

Table 14 maps each student cohort era against its closest corresponding faculty 

publication period. 

Table 14. Timeline Alignment Between Student Cohorts and Faculty Publication 

Periods 
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Student 

Cohort 

Era 

Student 

Orientation 

Corresponding 

Faculty Era 

Faculty 

Orientation 

Alignment 

Reading 

AY 

2018–

2019 

Classroom 

learning, 

writing/oral 

proficiency, 

political-speech 

discourse 

2015–2018 

Language 

pedagogy, 

literacy, genre 

analysis 

Closely aligned 

— both 

pedagogically 

anchored 

AY 

2021–

2022 

COVID-19 

discourse, online 

learning, critical 

discourse, digital 

communication 

2019–2021 → 

2022–2024 

CALL, then 

educational 

innovation and 

classroom 

interaction 

Partial, delayed 

alignment — 

faculty 

digital/critical 

turn lands one 

publication cycle 

later 

AY 

2022–

2023 

Election/political 

discourse, 

multimodal 

posters, queer 

representation, 

gender, colorism 

2025–2026 

Critical 

discourse, AI in 

learning, 

LGBTQIA+ 

discourse, 

political 

communication 

Delayed 

convergence — 

faculty identity- 

and politics-

oriented output 

emerges roughly 

2–3 years after 

the equivalent 

student thesis 

wave 

 

The clearest pattern in Table 14 is the AY 2022–2023 student wave — election discourse, 

multimodal political posters, queer representation, gender, and colorism — and its 

correspondence to the 2025–2026 faculty period, where critical discourse, LGBTQIA+ 

discourse, and political communication first appear at scale in faculty output. Read 

against the diffusion framework in Section 2, this is consistent with a lagged-convergence 

pattern: identity- and politics-oriented themes surface in the faster-cycle student corpus 

roughly two to three years before appearing prominently in the slower-cycle faculty 

publication record. This reading is offered as plausible rather than demonstrated (Section 

1.5); an alternative, non-competing explanation is that both populations are responding 

independently and roughly concurrently to the same external sociopolitical climate, with 

faculty publication timelines simply imposing a natural delay on visibility. 
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5.3 Shared Underexplored Research Areas 

Table 15 intersects the two corpora's underexplored-area lists (Table 8 for faculty; Table 

12 for students). 

Table 15. Research Areas Underexplored in Both Faculty and Student Corpora 

Underexplored Area Status in Faculty Corpus Status in Student Corpus 

Corpus Linguistics None None 

Computational Linguistics None None 

Translation Studies None None 

Syntax None None 

Language Policy and 

Planning 
None None 

Historical Linguistics None None 

Lexicography None None 

Corpus Stylistics None None 

Phonetics and Phonology Very few None 

World Englishes Limited Limited (1–2 studies) 

 

Ten areas — corpus linguistics, computational linguistics, translation studies, syntax, 

language policy and planning, historical linguistics, lexicography, corpus stylistics, 

phonetics and phonology, and World Englishes — are absent or near-absent from both 

corpora simultaneously. Because these gaps are consistent across two independently 

coded populations spanning different time horizons, they represent the Department's 

most structurally persistent, rather than merely transient, research blind spots. 

5.4 Faculty-to-Student Thematic Linkage 

Table 16 cross-references individual faculty specializations (Table 5) against the 

corresponding thesis themes present in the student corpus, as a exploratory read on 

mentorship-driven topic transmission. 

Table 16. Plausible Faculty-to-Student Mentorship Linkages 
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Faculty 

Member 
Primary Expertise 

Corresponding 

Student Thesis 

Focus 

Nature of 

Linkage 

Lloyd Anton 

Von Colita 

Critical Discourse 

Analysis, Gender 

Studies, Queer 

Linguistics 

Queer representation, 

gender and identity, 

political discourse (AY 

2022–2023) 

Plausible 

mentorship 

linkage 

Orfelina Ajero 
Indigenous Culture, 

Employability 

Ethnolinguistics 

(newly emerging), 

T'nalak semiotics 

Plausible 

mentorship 

linkage 

Estella 

Barbosa 
Semiotics, Pragmatics 

Semiotic studies 

(Harry Potter, ritual 

semiotics), 

politeness/speech-act 

theses 

Plausible 

mentorship 

linkage 

Donnie Tulud 
Genre Analysis, AI in 

Writing, Pragmatics 

Politeness/speech-act 

theses present; no AI-

focused 

undergraduate thesis 

in corpus 

Partial linkage — 

AI strand not yet 

transmitted 

Marlon 

Salvador 

Literary Discourse, 

Social Media 

Social media 

language (most 

saturated student 

theme) 

Plausible 

mentorship 

linkage 

Ronel 

Naringahon / 

Mirasol 

Verona 

Graduate/Tracer 

Studies, Teacher 

Education 

No undergraduate 

equivalent 

No linkage — 

structurally 

inapplicable to 

undergraduate 

theses 

 

Four of the six mapped faculty specializations show a plausible thematic linkage to 

student thesis output, most notably the correspondence between Von Colita's critical 

discourse, gender, and queer linguistics specialization and the student corpus's AY 2022–

2023 wave of queer representation, gender and identity, and political discourse theses. 

Two linkages are weaker or absent: Tulud's AI-in-writing specialization has not yet 

produced a corresponding AI-focused undergraduate thesis, and tracer/graduate-

outcomes research (Naringahon, Verona) has no undergraduate equivalent by design, 

since tracer studies presuppose graduates rather than currently enrolled students. 
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6. Discussion 

6.1 A Coherent Departmental Research Identity at the Core 

The near-identical top-two ranking of Applied Linguistics and Discourse Analysis / CDA 

across both faculty and student corpora (Section 5.1) indicates that the Department's 

research identity is coherent and vertically integrated at its core: what faculty specialize 

in is, in fact, what students are guided toward or gravitate toward in their own thesis work. 

This coherence is a structural strength that the Department can draw on in institutional 

self-study and accreditation narratives. 

6.2 Divergence at the Periphery 

Coherence weakens outside the top two areas. Faculty research shows a distinct strand 

— Educational Psychology / Student Well-being — that lacks a clear undergraduate-

thesis counterpart (Section 5.1), while the student corpus shows strong Psycholinguistics 

representation that is not mirrored as a distinct faculty area. This divergence suggests 

that certain research strands are populated primarily by one level of the Department's 

research community and not transmitted, or not yet transmitted, to the other. 

6.3 Evidence of Lagged Convergence Between Student and Faculty 

Discourse 

The clearest and most novel finding of this comparative analysis is the apparent two-to-

three-year lag between the emergence of identity- and politics-oriented themes in student 

theses (AY 2022–2023) and their subsequent prominence in faculty publications (2025–

2026), detailed in Section 5.2. If this pattern holds under future observation, it would 

suggest that undergraduate thesis research functions, in this Department, as an early 

indicator of emerging scholarly directions — a finding with direct implications for how the 

Department might use undergraduate research trends as a forward-looking planning 

signal rather than treating faculty publication trends as the sole leading indicator. 

6.4 Persistent, Shared Structural Gaps 
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The ten areas absent from both corpora simultaneously (Section 5.3) — most notably 

corpus linguistics, computational linguistics, and translation studies — cannot be 

attributed to a single generation's interests or a single cohort's curricular exposure, since 

they are missing from a faculty record spanning eleven years and a student record 

spanning three. This consistency across independently coded, differently timed 

populations is the strongest evidence in either study that these represent genuine 

structural gaps in the Department's research culture rather than temporary fluctuations. 

6.5 Mentorship as a Transmission Mechanism 

The faculty-to-student linkage analysis (Section 5.4) offers a plausible mechanism for the 

alignment documented in Section 6.1: individual faculty specializations in critical 

discourse and gender studies, indigenous culture, semiotics, and social-media-related 

literary discourse each correspond to identifiable clusters within the student thesis corpus. 

Where this linkage is weak or absent — as with AI-in-writing and tracer/graduate-

outcomes research — the underlying reason differs by case: AI-in-writing represents an 

unrealized transmission opportunity, while tracer studies are structurally inapplicable to 

an undergraduate population and should not be read as a mentorship failure. 

7. Conclusion 

This comparative meta-synthesis of 64 faculty publications (2015–2026) and 103 

undergraduate theses (2018–2023) demonstrates that the Department of English 

Language and Literature possesses a coherent research identity anchored jointly in 

Applied Linguistics and Discourse Analysis, with faculty expertise and student thesis 

output aligning closely at the top of both distributions (Section 6.1). At the same time, the 

two populations diverge at the periphery, converge with an apparent multi-year lag on 

identity- and politics-oriented themes (Section 6.3), and share a consistent, structurally 

persistent set of underexplored linguistic subfields (Section 6.4). Read together, faculty 

and student research in this Department appear less as two independent bodies of work 

than as two differently paced expressions of a single evolving research culture — one in 
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which undergraduate thesis research may, in this specific case, be surfacing emerging 

scholarly directions slightly ahead of faculty publication. 

8. Recommendations 

8.1 For Department Research Planning 

• Treat the ten jointly underexplored areas (Table 15) — particularly corpus 

linguistics, computational linguistics, and translation studies — as the Department's 

highest-priority targets for faculty development, external collaboration, or new-hire 

specialization, since their absence is consistent across eleven years of faculty 

output and three years of student output. 

8.2 For Faculty Development and Mentorship Assignment 

• Formally track and, where appropriate, encourage the mentorship linkages 

identified in Table 16, particularly by pairing faculty with underrepresented 

specializations (e.g., AI in writing) with willing student researchers to convert 

unrealized linkages into completed theses. 

8.3 For Using Student Research as a Leading Indicator 

• Given the lagged-convergence pattern in Section 6.3, consider periodically 

reviewing undergraduate thesis topic trends as an early signal of emerging faculty 

research directions, rather than relying solely on faculty publication trends for 

forward planning. 

8.4 For Future Comparative Research 

• Repeat this comparative synthesis once the AY 2019–2020 and AY 2020–2021 

student corpus gap (noted in the original undergraduate study) is resolved, and 

once additional faculty publication years are available, to test whether the observed 

lag pattern (Section 6.3) persists or was specific to this sociopolitical period. 

9. Limitations of the Study 

• The faculty corpus (2015–2026, 11 years) and student corpus (2018–2023, 3 

sampled years with a two-year gap) differ substantially in time span and production 
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cycle; comparative timing claims (Section 5.2, 6.3) are interpretive, not statistically 

demonstrated causal relationships. 

• Faculty-to-student thematic linkage (Table 16) is inferred from topical 

correspondence, not from confirmed thesis-advising records, and should be 

verified against actual mentorship/advising data before being used for formal 

planning decisions. 

• Both corpora were coded at the level of topic/title and stated research focus rather 

than full-text methodological review, which may understate cross-disciplinary 

hybridity within individual works. 
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ACTION TAKEN 
 
There is an approved University Library Manual, BOR Resolution No. 40, Series of 2025 
wherein, digitalization, new normal policies and services had been added. 
 

Recommendation  

#3 
The library manual may be reviewed as 
a procedure manual that covers the 
internal administration and 
operational activities of the library. 
Moreover, provisions for new normal 
policies and services may be added 
and should be approved by the BOR. 
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ACTION TAKEN 
 
The KEPLRC engaged into digitalization such as ASEL Project DOST-PCCAARD, DOST-
HERDIN and FILIPINIANA Online among others. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Recommendation  

#4 
A number of challenges are 
encountered in the process of 
digitizing library materials but in 
order to enhance access and 
improve preservation of library 
materials, digitization of library 
materials is encouraged. 
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DOST – HERDIN- PCHRD training  
at Skyroom USM-Building 

November 13, 2025 
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NCCA – USM KEPLRC – COLINET  MOA SIGNING 

at KEPLRC Reference Section 
July 23, 2026 
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ACTION TAKEN 
 
The KEPLRC library’s collection was reviewed, analyzed, and updated particularly in the 
major subjects of the program through the University Library Committee holds meeting 
regularly to deliberate on key matters concerning the continuous improvement of library 
services across the university. Additionally, the KEPLRC conducted Book Fairs and exhibits 
was participated by the Admin Council, faculty, staff, and students in live selections and 
evaluate professional books for use in their respective subjects, ensuring that the library 
collection remains updated, relevant, reliable, current, and specialized according to the 
needs of each program. And also, regularly conducted annual library inventory. 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Recommendation  

#5 
The library’s collection should be 
reviewed on an ongoing basis to 
ensure that the collection is 
meeting the current curriculum, 
research and informational 
needs of students and faculty. 
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ACTION TAKEN 
 
The KEPLRC has already established linkages and resource- sharing with other government 
and non-government agencies to augment its resources and services. 
 

 

Recommendation  

#6 
The library may consider 
exploring libraries, information 
centers, and other agencies 
whom they could establish a 
MOA/MOU to augment their 
resources and services. 
 



 
Bachelor of Arts in English Language 

 

 

 AACCUP Level IV Survey Visit 2026  •   107 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING 
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The University of Southern Mindanao (USM), through its Sentro ng Wika at Kultura (SWK), 
celebrated two important steps in preserving indigenous languages on February 23, 2026, at 
the Kundo E. Pahm Learning Resource Center (KEPLRC) in Kabacan, Cotabato. During the 
event, a Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) was signed for the extension project called 
“Lakbay-Silid Aklatan: Paglalakbay ng Aklat, Wika, at Kultura Tungo sa Pamayamanan.” Led 
by the USM KEPLRC and SWK, in partnership with KWF and the DepEd divisions of 
Kidapawan City and Cotabato, the agreement commits to bringing more books, language 
materials, and cultural resources to indigenous communities. 
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MEMORANDUM OF AGREEMENT 
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The Kundo E. Pahm Learning Resource Center represented by Susan S. Martinez, Director, 
KEPLRC, signed a Memorandum of Understanding with the USM Satellite Socio-Economic 
Research and Data Analytics Center (SERDAC) represented by Romiel John P. Basan, Center 
Head, at KEPLRC Lobby on September 23, 2024. The USM Satellite Socio-Economic 
Research and Data Analytics Center (SERDAC) is a specialized unit under USM established 
and funded by DOST-PCAARRD to enhance socioeconomic research, data analytics, and 
information dissemination, with a mission to empower communities in shaping tomorrow's 
policies through today's data and insights. 
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PICTORIALS
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Naging sentro ng makulay na pagdiriwang ng panitikan at kultura ang Kundo E. Pahm 
Learning Resource Center (KEPLRC) ng University of Southern Mindanao nitong Martes, 
Agosto 13, 2026 sa matagumpay na pagtanggap sa Paglulunsad sa mga Aklat ng Bayan, 
tampok na bahagi ng Buwan ng Wika 2025 na may temang “Paglinang sa Filipino at 
Katutubong Wika: Makasaysayan sa Pagkakaisa ng Bayan.” 

 
𝗟𝗮𝗸𝗯𝗮𝘆 𝗦𝗶𝗹𝗶𝗱 𝗔𝗸𝗹𝗮𝘁𝗮𝗻 
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The 

University of Southern Mindanao (USM), through the Kundo E. Pahm Learning Resource 
Center (KEPLRC), officially launched the Lakbay Silid Aklatan at the Kidapawan City National 
High School (KCNHS), bringing new reading resources and celebrating Filipino language and 
culture last February 16, 2026. 
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Matagumpay na isinagawa ang Lakbay Silid Aklatan sa Makilala National High School noong 
Enero 8, 2026, isang makabuluhang gawain na naglalayong ilapit ang kaalaman, wika, at 
kultura sa pamayanan sa pamamagitan ng pagbabasa at paggamit ng aklatan. 
Pinangunahan ito ng mga kinatawan mula sa University of Southern Mindanao (USM) 
katuwang ang pamunuan ng paaralan, s apakikipagtulungan ng Sentro ng Wika at Kundo E. 
Pahm Learning Resource Center. 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The University of 

Southern Mindanao’s Kundo E. 
Pahm Learning Resource Center 
(KEPLRC), in partnership with the 
Sentro ng Wikang Filipino, 
brought its Lakbay Silid Aklatan 
program to Mlang National High 
School on September 15, 2025. 
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INTERNATIONAL LINKAGES 
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The Kundo E. Pahm Learning Resource Center (KEPLRC) recently received a donation of 
books from ReadWorld Foundation with 96 titles last February 23, 2026. 

The Asia Foundation Books for Asia donated 19 titles/ 95 volumes to KEPRC last April 15, 
2024. 
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The Asia Foundation Books for Asia donated 86 titles/ 1,510 volumes to KEPLRC last 
December 17, 2021. 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 Turkish-Filipino Friendship and Solidarity Association Camaman-an, Cagayan de Oro 
City and CARE DERNEGI, Istanbul Turkey donated books to KEPLRC last May 26, 2021 
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The Kundo E. Pahm Learning Resource Center (KEPLRC) recently received from the 

Komisyon sa Wikang Filipino (KWF) of 15 titles of books that highlight the Filipino language, 
culture, and literature last March 6, 2026. 

 
Venerable Knight Veterinarians Fraternity & Venerable Lady Veterinarians Sorority donated 

books and magazines to KEPLRC and CVM Library on April 3, 2025. 
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Kundo E. Pahm Learning Resource Center to receive such a significant publication from the 

National Commission on Indigenous Peoples (NCIP) - Region XII especially with the 
thoughtful support of Dr. 

Radji A. Macatabon last July 
19, 2024. 

Banko Sentral ng Pilipinas- 
Knowledge Resource 
Network (BSP-KRN) donated 
new reading materials to 
Kundo E. Pahm Learning 
Resource Center last April 
26, 2024. 
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Venerable Knight Veterinarians Fraternity & Venerable Lady Veterinarians Sorority donated 

books to CVM Library last February 13, 2024 
 
 
 

 
The USM-Kundo E. Pahm Learning Resource Center, together with the librarians from 

Central Mindanao Colleges, Notre Dame of Kidapawan College, Notre Dame of Kidapawan 
College-IBED, and Mlang National High School, toured the DOST-STII Library as one of the 

benchmarking activities on November 20, 2023. 
 
 
 



 
Bachelor of Arts in English Language 

 

 

 AACCUP Level IV Survey Visit 2026  •   140 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

KEPLRC holds Library Database Migration and E-Library Content Management Training in 
collaboration with, DOST-PCAARRD, DOST STII-Library, SOXAARRDEC and USM-KEPLRC 

under the Augmenting and Strengthening the e-Library Services in the Regional R&D 
Consortia Base Agencies last October 25, 2023 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

ITMS-IDMS Department of Energy donated publications last 
June 29, 2023 
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USM Librarians attended the 
Digitization Training 

Workshop for AANR 
Digitization and Administration & Management of the e-Library Database conducted by the 

Department of Science and Technology -Philippine Council for Agriculture, Aquatic and 
Natural Resources Research and Development (DOST-PCAARRD) and DOST – Science and 

Technology Information Institute (DOST-STII) through the coordination of SOXAARRDEC 
last May 3-4, 2023. 
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