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❑Process of integrating international, intercultural, 
and global dimensions into the goals, functions 
(teaching, learning, research, and service), and 
delivery of higher education

❑Involves a process of interchange of higher 
education between nations, with partnerships 
between nations, between national systems of 
higher education, and between institutions of 
higher education.

Internationalization



❑CMO No. 55 s. 2016 (Policy 
Framework and Strategies on the 
Internationalization of Philippine 
Higher Education)

❑Republic Act 11448 (Transnational 
Higher Education Act) of 2018

Internationalization



Futures Thinking
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Internationalization 
Initiatives
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Institutionalization of USM 

Office of International Affairs 
(USM-OIA)
BOR Resolution No. 36 series of 2022
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Functions of the Office
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Internationalize the University and its 
undergraduate and postgraduate degree 
programs;

Support activities related to initiating and 
coordinating collaboration with international 
higher education and research institutions;

Initiate and facilitate MOA/MOU between 
partner higher education and research 
institutions;

Take lead in the promotion, coordination, 
and overall logistics in exchange of 
international students, faculty members, and 
researchers;
Increase international mobility programs for 
the University's academic and non-academic 
employees, as well as students;

Keep track, manage, and update the 
University's international affairs;

Make international affairs consulting 
programs more accessible;

Create and maintain a database of the 
University's international activities;

Inform the university community, relevant 
authorities, and the general public on the 
results of foreign affairs initiatives;

Supervise activities pertaining to the 
University's international ranking, 
accreditation, and membership.



Office of International Affairs and its 
Departments
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International Linkages
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International Linkages
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International Linkages

Education

Research

Capacity Building

Skills Development Training

International Internship

Joint International Conferences

Learning and Development Training
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Faculty Development Program



On-going Projects
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Access and Competitiveness 
through Internationalisation of 
Higher Education (ACT-IHE)



ACT-IHE

Transnational 
education

TNE development TNE scholarships

English-medium 
education

Enhance the quality of 
English-medium 
education as means of 
improving capacity to 
internationalise

Upskill Filipino faculty 
through provision of 
scholarship grants for 
TNE degrees

ACT-IHE Project



EME IHE Training
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✓ 17 HEIs in the country

✓ USM is the delivering 

institution in Region XII



EME and IHE training: Objectives and outputs
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Objectives

▪ Strengthen English-medium and 

multilingual education to improve 

capacity on internationalisation

▪ Improve the capacity of HE teachers to 

deliver online teaching and learning

▪ Build knowledge and understanding on 

internationalisation

▪ Increase quality and breadth of 

internationalisation strategies, 

activities and partnerships in SUCs

Outputs

▪ 49 HE faculty trained as EME master 

trainers

▪ 1,000 HE faculty trained in EME 

through cascade training model 

(delivered by master trainers)

▪ Up to 50 SUC staff trained in 

internationalisation



EME and IHE training: What has 
happened so far?

20www.britishcouncil.org

▪ 49 master trainers from 17 partner 

SUCs have been identified and 

trained.

▪ They have undergone pre-training 

needs assessment and seven-week 

master trainer course designed by the 

University of Southampton.

▪ After the course, the master trainers 

developed the plans for the cascade 

training while continuously being 

mentored by Southampton.



✓ Participated by instructors/ 

professors from different 

private and public HEIs in 

Region XII

EME and IHE training: What has 
happened so far?
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◇ The Journal of Agricultural Research, 
Development, Extension and Technology 
(JARDET) formerly the USM R & D Journal is a 
peer-reviewed scientific publication of the 
University of Southern Mindanao (USM) devoted 
to publish a wide-range of research on 
agriculture including agricultural 
development, extension and technology.

◇ The JARDET accepts original research papers, 
reviews and other contributions as maybe 
determined by the Editorial Board. It welcomes 
submission from all sectors: authors, 
scientists, researchers, faculty from various 
institutions and agencies.

JARDET 
https://www.jardet.usm.edu.ph/index.php/jardet
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Editorial Team
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USM Research Publication



USM as HEI Partner of ISIP-UNDP
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✓ University of Southern

Mindanao will gain access to ISIP 

programs and network through 

activities like the Incubator

Management Workshop to further 

strengthen the social enterprise 

ecosystem.



USM as HEI Host of ISIP-UNDP 
Visiting Professor Program
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✓ The VPP aims to support the growth and 

improvement of university-based startup 

enterprises with a clear social impact.

✓ Visiting Professors are meant to share 

knowledge on best practices in 

entrepreneurship teaching, startup enterprise 

mentorship, and incubator management.



Partnership with PUM Netherlands
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Served as Resource Speaker for 
ASEAN Expo 2022 Opening Program



3rd Online Global Cultural Exchange 
(OGCE) 2022 Universitas Islam Sultan Agung 

(UNISSULA), Indonesia
October 24-28, 2022
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Innovations in Online Platforms



Accomplishments and 
Awards
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Research Publications
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✓ One of the Top 3 out of numerous Higher Education 
Institutions (HEIs) from 31 different countries

✓ The only Philippine HEI shortlisted

http://www.cli-cks.com/2022-winners-announced-2/

Awards Assessment Committee

Award of Excellence 

for Research Impact

http://www.cli-cks.com/2022-winners-announced-2/
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EduRank
https://edurank.org/ 

The ONLY HEI in Region XII to be included list of Top 100 Best 
Universities in the Philippines.

45% Research 
performance

45% Non-academic 
prominence

10% Alumni score
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EduRank
https://edurank.org/ 
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Webometrics
https://www.webometrics.info/en

Rank 30
January 2022

Rank 16
July 2022

✓ Top 4 HEI in Mindanao

✓ Top HEI in Region XII



Top University in 
Research Productivity
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http://www.theirisedu.org/

Rank 19
Science

Rank 66
Engineering

Rank 38
Health



QS World University Ranking
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❑Academic Reputation (40%)
❑Employer Reputation (10%)
❑Faculty/Student Ratio (20%)
❑Citations per faculty (20%)
❑International Faculty Ratio (5%)
❑International Student Ratio (5%)

Source: https://www.topuniversities.com/qs-world-university-rankings/methodology



Asia's Outstanding 
Academic Institutions
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CMO Asia
World Federation of Academic & 
Educational Institutions

The criteria and competencies 
benchmarked:

❑ Educational Achievement                 
❑ Placements                               
❑ Leadership
❑ Best in Class Infrastructure
❑ Student Impact (Internal to the  

Organization)
❑ Future Orientation



ASEAN ICONS: 
QS Stars University Rating
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ASEAN ICONS Internationalization Awards
Hilton Manila Hotel, Newport Blvd, Pasay, Metro Manila



Plaque of Recognition 
from CHEDRO XII
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International Students 
and Balik-Scientists
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International Student
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Aviral Singhal from India

Second-year student in the program 

Bachelor of Science (BS) in Agriculture 

at the College of Agriculture (CA)



International Student Internship
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Arphassara Hongsawong

Nareumon Chin-On
Khon Kaen University, Thailand

2015



Host for Balik-Scientist Program
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Thanks!
Any questions?
You can email me at:

blbretana@usm.edu.ph
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https://www.slidescarnival.com/?utm_source=template
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